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Honorable Frank H. Murkowski
United States Senator
222 West 7th Avenue, Box 1
Anchorage, Alaska 99513

Dear Senator Murkowski:

IN REPLY REFER TO

7230-0

1700C1

RECEIVED

NOV 25 1992

FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of November 5, 1992, on bob~~~~~Mr

constituents, Messrs. Robert O. Baker, Sr. and Rober . Baker, Jr. Th yare
interested in a pending rule making proceeding, PR ocket No. 92-154,
the Commission has proposed to amend the amateur ervice rules to i
responsibility for the preparation and administrat -!__~:,,_'-- ass operator
license examinations under the volunteer-examiner coordinator (VEC) system.

The Bakers have previously filed timely comments with us concerning this
matter. I assure you that their comments will be fully considered by the
Commission, along with the other comments filed, prior to a final decision in
the matter.

I trust this is responsive to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

/2a,~>L4.
I Ralph A. Haller

Chief, Private Radio Bureau

cc: Personal Radio Branch/Chron
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
The Secretary, Room 222 w/incoming (2)
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File

MJDePont:dd/ssd:pr

Directory: /usr/SSD/cong
Sub-Directory: C-9203148.wp

STOP 1170

t·~;}. of CapteS roC'd''''::\_.:~)_+,,;\__
U!jt;,\ Be DE
-_..~._ ..~..__._------



a .

Congressional
o6t

CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING SYSTEM
11/16/92

LETTER REPORT

CONTROL NO. DATE RECEIVED DATE OF CORRESP DATE DUE DATE DUE OLA(857)
---------- ------------- --------------- -------- ---------------

9203148 11/16/92 11/05/92 11/27/92

TITLE MEMBERS NAME
----------- --------------------------
Senator Frank H Murkowski

REPLY FOR SIG OF

BC

CONSTITUENT'S NAME SUBJECT

Robert Baker
------------------------------

info/comments on a docket

REF TO

DATE

11/16/92

REF TO

KJ£s
'/-/7-92---

DATE

"_.-----

REF TO

SS.D

REF TO

DATE

REMARKS: Please reply to the Anchorage, AK office



·FRANK H. MURKOWSKI
AlASKA

COMMITTEES:

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE IVlCE CHAIRMAN)
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

FOREIGN RELATIONS
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0202
1202) 224-6885

222 WUT 7lM A-. Box 1
Allc:MCIIlAGI. AI( .H13-7lS70

(107) 271-3731

101 12TH AYIJIUI. Box 7
FAlIl-.ulllI. AI( '9701~278

1807) 411-0233

P.O. Box 21847
JUNEAU. AI( 99102-1647

1'07) 186-7400

130 nADING BAy ROAD, SUITE 350
KENAI. AK 9'811-7718

(907) 283-5808
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Lillcla Townsend Solheim
Dlrector, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, X.W.
Washington, DC 20551

Dear Ms. Solheim:

10. MAtN STIIEEY
KnCHIKAN. Ak 99901~48'

(907) 225~880

I \,oldd apPl'eCLate an inquiry into the :;i.tuation described
it: thp encJ.osed letter from my constituents, Messrs. Baker, and
infor'mution ,:In r.he status of the pro])os(?d rule chal)g(~. Please
enSllre his cC>lnments and su~gestions are taken under advisement.

Your respon::;2 and .'In:, further ('"j r;>spond('Jlce in thi s regard
silould be S~,'Jlt to my Anchorage of f ice.

Thank VOll for·,-oll!' assi..st;lncE.

a i i k H. .~'1 u r i\. C h- S k j
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October 3,1992

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commission Members:

RECEIVEO OCT 0 9 199(

SUBJECT: PR Docket No. 92-154; Proposed Novice Class Examination
Ru 1e Change

The proposed Novice Class examination rule change specified in PR Docket No.
92-154 is endorsed for population centers in Alaska such as Anchorage,
Fairbanks, and Juneau but is not cosidered practical, just, or in our
national best interests for the remote communities of this state. It is,
therefore, requested that the Commission recognize the special circumstances
existing in Alaska and amend PR Docket No. 92-154 accordingly.

The proposal has been extensively discussed with the head of the VEC program
in Anchorage, Roger Hansen <KL7HFQ) and other senior members of the
Anchorage Amateur Radio Club (AARC) including the President, Fred Wegmer
(KL7HFH), and two license training instructors, Rick Harvin (KL7YF) and Lil
Harvin (NL7DL) who are also AARC board members. My son, Robert o. Baker,
Jr., NL7UQ, has asked me to include his concurrence with this letter as his
responsibil ities as a Ph.D. in molecular cell biology at the University of
Arizona preclude an individual response in the time remaining. He too is a
long time Alaskan resident.

The VEC program administered by KL7HFQ is a professional, ~by the book~, and
efficient operation for which Hr. Hansen is to most highly commended. It
was under his program that I received my Novice, Technician, and General
Class licenses.· He is without contest the foremost authority on FCC
examining conditions in Alaska and I echo his comments to the Commission as
a 16 year Alaskan resident with somewhat extensive travel throughout this
huge state. My 60 odd years have clea~ly demonstrated that conditions in
Alaska are unl ike those anyWhere else in the United States having lived in
ten states and visited the other 49 during a 22 year mil itary career.

Response time precludes appending a COPi' of Mr .. Hens.en's comments to this
letter. Accordingly, it is requested that the Commission append a cOPY of
his recent letter on this topic to our letter.

Please note that amateur radio is not only a wonderful hobby in AlasKa but
an essential element of I ife here. The Emergency Coordinator for the
Municipality of Anchorage spoKe to the AARC last evening noting that
information on the ash fallout from the volcanic eruption of Nt. Spurr last
month was avai lable on a timely basis only from amateur radio operators
located in the more remote areas of SouthcentraJ AlasKa. We are in a
"Condition RED" as this letter is written in anticipation of another
eruption of Mt. Spurr within the next 24-48 hours. This is only one of many
scenarios in which the amateur radio operators of AlasKan bush ccmmunities
provided a \)i tal ser'Jice in publ ic heal th and safet;t.



Thank you for taking time to consider these comments. Please give serious
consideration to the special needs of and for AlasKa's amateur radio program
by amending PR Docket No. 92-154 as suggested by Roger Hansen, KL7HFQ.

Sincerely,

Robert O. Baker, Sr., Ph.D., NL7UH
Commander, USN (ret)
Board Member, AARC
Member, ARRL
848 Breakwater Cir.
Anchorage, AK 99515

cc Senator Ted Stevens
Senator Frank MurkowsKi
Congressman Don Young
Fred Wegmer, KL7HFN
Roger Hansen, KL7HFQ
RicK, KL7YF, & Lil Marvin, NL7DL·

~
~obert O. BaKer, Jr. NL7UQ

~- Life Member, AARC
Member, ARRL
4999 E 5th St.
Apt. 1792
Tucson, AZ 85711


